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Objective: For hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of years, people around the world
gathered to exchange goods and services necessary for their livelihoods. These spaces,
commonly called “"commercial spaces,” often became an inseparable part of living
communities. The purpose of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of the forms
of commercial spaces in the West and traditional markets in the East (Middle East) during
the classical era, employing a comparative study method with analytical-descriptive
approaches

Methods: This article is a comparative study employing an analytical-descriptive method.
Data were collected through library research, analyzing the form of commercial spaces in
the West and traditional Eastern (Middle Eastern) markets during the classical era (prior
to the Industrial Revolution).

Results: The findings indicate that the concept of markets in the West differs from that in
the Middle East, where markets played a fundamental role in the urban structure and acted
as the heart and primary driving force for the growth and formation of cities, accompanied
by architecture and urban spaces suited to the local environment. These markets
significantly influenced economic, social, and political communications on both regional
and national scales. For citizens, they were essential for creating sensory richness and
strengthening a sense of belonging, reflecting the multifunctionality, indigenous
architecture, and the close relationship of the market with local neighborhoods.
Conclusions: In contrast, in the Western context, commercial spaces developed alongside
other important buildings in the central city square or along main streets, featuring rich
architecture, diverse landscapes, and a homogeneous mix of functions. These commercial
spaces served not only for trade and local buying and selling but also as venues for
political gatherings and festivals. In the West, commercial spaces, aligned with their
architectural context and offering diverse activities, contributed to fostering a sense of
belonging among individuals. However, it seems that due to the lack of functional
cohesion with surrounding neighborhoods, users may experience a lesser sense of
belonging compared to Eastern markets.
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Introduction

For hundreds, possibly thousands of years, people worldwide have gathered to exchange goods and services,
fulfilling their essential needs. These spaces, commonly known as "commercial spaces," often became an integral
part of residential communities. In the classical era, markets played a wide-ranging role in society, with their form
influenced by various worldviews, perspectives, and insights, as well as by culture, administrative systems, and
politics, leading to differences among them. Among these, similarities and differences exist between Western and
Eastern markets, and this study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of Western commercial spaces and
traditional Eastern (Middle Eastern) markets during the classical era. Given the similarities and differences in
geographical, social, and architectural contexts between the West and the East (specifically the Middle East), the
main question is: How did the form of markets in these two contexts develop? What are the commonalities and
distinctions between markets in terms of 1. Physical dimensions, 2. Functional aspects, and 3. Meaning?

Materials and Methods

This article is a comparative study employing an analytical-descriptive method. Data were collected through
library research, analyzing the form of commercial spaces in the West and traditional Eastern (Middle Eastern)
markets during the classical era (prior to the Industrial Revolution). Comparative studies involve examining a
topic, phenomenon, or case from various considered dimensions and features. Topics in comparative studies are
typically compared across place or time, using either qualitative or quantitative methods. Comparative studies
essentially analyze phenomena by placing them side by side to find points of difference and similarity.

Results

In terms of physical characteristics, findings reveal that classical Western commercial spaces lacked regular
geometric structures, were semi-open, situated in the city's central square, and typically expanded horizontally.
Surrounding these spaces, cohesive architecture developed, featuring varied views and dynamic and static spaces.
In contrast, Eastern markets played a prominent role in the city's structure, providing balanced access, dynamic
and static spaces, and a visual and spatial blend suited to different economic classes. Functionally, Western
commercial spaces welcomed all citizens regardless of age, gender, or economic status, while hosting political
gatherings, theater performances, religious festivals, and, particularly, trade and sales. Eastern markets also
emphasized regional interaction, playing political, social, and interactive roles, focusing on trade. In terms of
meaning, Western commercial spaces encouraged a sense of belonging through a purchasing-driven behavior, a
cohesive style harmonized with the environment, and the use of visual arts and traditional craftsmanship that
strengthened this sense. Similarly, Eastern markets displayed diverse behaviors, cultural variety, and a reinforced
regional identity and sense of belonging due to adherence to local customs and values.

Conclusions

The concept of the market in the West differed from that in the Middle East, where markets played a structural
role in the city and served as a primary driver of urban growth and development, with architecture and urban spaces
suited to the local context. These markets were key in regional and national economic, social, and political
exchanges, significantly enriching the sensory experience of citizens and fostering a sense of belonging.
Conversely, Western commercial spaces developed near other important buildings in the central city square or
along main streets, featuring rich architecture, varied views, and harmonized land use. Besides trade and local
commerce, these spaces hosted political gatherings and festivals, and their environment-responsive architecture
and diverse activities played a role in fostering a sense of belonging among individuals.
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