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Article Info ABSTRACT

Objective: This study aims to investigate the phenomenon of conspicuous consumption
in urban spaces through the theoretical framework of Thorstein Veblen’s Theory of the
Leisure Class. It seeks to explain how luxurious lifestyles and consumer practices
contribute to the formation of affluent districts and the spatial polarization of cities.
Methods: The research employs an interpretive—deductive approach and is applied in
nature, falling within the research and development category. Data were collected using
content analysis of academic documents, media sources, social networks, and
advertisements to identify patterns of conspicuous consumption and their representation
in society.

Results: upscale restaurants, and exclusive commercial districts have proliferated as
symbols of wealth and prestige, often promoted as exclusive spaces for the affluent while
restricting public access. Conspicuous consumption has also contributed to rising land
and housing prices, the expansion of luxury industries, limited access to resources,
inflationary pressures on urban economies, and the attraction of luxury-oriented
investment and tourism. Media and social networks widely reinforce these patterns by
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showcasing luxury brands, elite lifestyles, exclusive events, and luxury travel, which
foster imitation and social pressure to engage in conspicuous consumption.
Environmentally, the study shows that this phenomenon results in excessive resource and
energy consumption, as well as increased waste production and pollution.

Conclusions: Conspicuous consumption not only reinforces socio-spatial inequalities but
also places financial pressure on urban economies and contributes to environmental
degradation. Addressing this phenomenon requires greater attention to sustainable urban
planning and policies aimed at reducing excessive consumerist behaviors.
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Introduction

As economic, cultural and social gatherings, city centers have always been a place to display class distinctions.
The consumption behaviors of the affluent, through the construction of luxurious buildings, the use of special
public spaces and the consumption of luxury goods, not only display wealth and economic power, but also
reinforce social and economic boundaries in urban spaces. Thorsten Veblen's theory of conspicuous consumption
states that these behaviors are more prevalent in urban spaces, leading to the creation of spaces such as skyscrapers,
luxury towers and luxury neighborhoods whose main purpose is to show social status and distinction from others.
This process leads to the formation of spatial and social boundaries, such that affluent and expensive areas are
separated from less developed areas and access to different services and facilities creates inequalities. Phenomena
such as gentrification, with their shifting population and economy, also fuel spatial separatism and deepening
social divides. Ultimately, conspicuous consumption not only serves to display social and economic distinctions,
but also, by creating specific spaces for affluent groups, limits the various factors among different classes and
reinforces social and economic inequalities in cities.

Materials and Methods

This article adopts an analytical-theoretical approach to examine the concept of "conspicuous consumption” and
its impact on urban spaces. Instead of collecting empirical data, it relies on literature review and theoretical
frameworks. The research methodology includes conceptual analysis to precisely define key concepts and
comparative analysis to examine conspicuous consumption across different urban contexts. Data has been gathered
through a systematic review of classical sources and recent studies. Additionally, several cities or urban areas
where conspicuous consumption is prominent have been analyzed, and theoretical findings and case studies have
been used to explore the role of this phenomenon in shaping luxury spaces and contributing to social inequalities.

Results

The city, as a stage for conspicuous consumption, represents cultural and social transformations that have emerged
in the modern and postmodern eras with the rise of capitalism and globalization. Urban spaces, especially in major
global cities, have become arenas where individuals use consumption to display their social status and identity.
One of the key influences of Veblen’s theory in the urban context is the role of architecture. Luxurious buildings,
iconic skyscrapers, and high-end commercial complexes are designed as tools for displaying wealth and social
standing. These structures are often located in areas with restricted public access, functioning as exclusive spaces
for the wealthy. In this regard, architecture plays a crucial role in creating "display spaces" for affluent classes.
The application of Veblen’s theory of conspicuous consumption in urban architecture highlights how urban spaces
are designed and constructed to showcase wealth and power, utilizing the consumption of goods, services, and
even spaces as instruments of social display. In his theory of the "leisure class" and "conspicuous consumption,"
Thorstein Veblen argues that wealthy individuals seek to demonstrate their status and power through the
consumption of unnecessary goods and services. In the context of urban architecture, this theory provides insights
into how buildings, public spaces, and urban infrastructure are designed as symbols of wealth and social hierarchy.
The following sections analyze and interpret some of the impacts of conspicuous consumption on the city.

Conclusion

Thorstein Veblen's theory of the leisure class, although introduced in the 19th century, remains relevant in
analyzing consumer behavior in modern societies, particularly in urban contexts. This article demonstrated that
conspicuous consumption in cities leads to the creation of exclusive spaces for affluent classes, exacerbating social
and economic inequalities within the urban structure. The development of urban spaces centered around the leisure
class not only results in physical transformations in cities but also brings profound social and cultural
consequences. Thus, conspicuous consumption reflects the social, economic, and cultural processes of modernity
and capitalism, where individuals and groups utilize urban spaces to showcase power and social status. This
process can drive significant changes in urban space construction and management, deeply impacting urban culture
and social interactions. Moreover, conspicuous consumption in cities has far-reaching effects, intensifying social
and economic inequalities. While it contributes to the growth of certain economic sectors, such as luxury industries,
it also leads to social polarization, rising living costs, and reduced access to public services. From an environmental
perspective, conspicuous consumption exacerbates resource depletion and increases pollution in cities. The
application of Veblen’s theory in urban architecture illustrates how urban spaces can serve as instruments for
displaying wealth and social status. From iconic skyscrapers and luxury shopping malls to high-end residential
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neighborhoods, this type of architecture is not primarily designed to meet every day needs but rather to symbolize
power, wealth, and prestige. Within this framework, architecture and urban design become tools through which
the affluent class asserts its status, reinforcing class divisions and social inequalities. This phenomenon has sparked
various critiques from social, economic, and environmental perspectives. One of the main criticisms is the
widening class divide and the emphasis on social disparities. Additionally, conspicuous consumption leads to
excessive exploitation of natural resources and the creation of extravagant cities with significant environmental
burdens. Ultimately, this phenomenon transforms the city traditionally a space for collective life and social
interaction into a platform for display and social competition.
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