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Sustainable housing in neighborhoods is a crucial factor that is being emphasized globally
today, given the focus on implementing practical planning. The issue of sustainable
housing in different neighborhoods not only highlights disparities but also allows for the
development of appropriate strategies and provisions for achieving housing sustainability.
This research aims to identify the most essential factors for sustainable housing
development in various neighborhoods of Urmia. To this end, criteria for achieving
sustainable housing development were first identified, prioritized, and scored based on
the opinions of 25 expert housing specialists. According to the experts, the high-priority
goals in Urmia are promoting a sense of belonging in neighborhoods, enhancing social
security, increasing public participation, providing access to healthy housing, reducing
pollution, and minimizing environmental damage. Based on these goals, comparisons
were made in two areas: physical-environmental sustainability and socio-economic
sustainability. Then, the Meta-Swot model was used to compare the level of
implementation of sustainable housing principles across different neighborhoods. The
research findings indicate that environmental protection, adequate living space, proper
housing equipment, physical stability, and a dynamic community are the most essential
internal factors for achieving sustainable housing in Urmia. At the same time, factors such
as a weak economy, the destruction and loss of orchards, rising housing material prices,
and cultural conflicts are the most influential external factors. Overall, considering the
scientific criteria related to the subject, planned neighborhoods offer more suitable
conditions for realizing sustainable housing, followed by older, unplanned
neighborhoods.
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Introduction

To achieve sustainable neighborhoods, attention to housing units is the first and most important condition, as
housing units comprise more than 70% of a neighborhood. The importance of housing is undeniable, and given its
cultural role and the lifestyle of the Iranian people, this area takes on particular significance. In recent decades, the
concept of housing has undergone changes with the introduction of new terms in the field of housing evaluation.
Housing has always been one of the basic human needs, and with human evolution, housing has also progressed
in terms of quality and quantity. In recent decades, the concept of sustainable development has been proposed by
international organizations and national planning institutions within the framework of long-term plans to improve
human life. Housing cannot be separated from this issue, and achieving appropriate and sustainable housing that
aligns with sustainable development is one of the needs of our society today. Experts are seeking solutions to
achieve this goal. Sustainable housing plays a vital role in family stability, economic and social growth, increased
security, and particularly in improving the cultural and psychological well-being of family members. Examining
the state of housing from a sustainability perspective in different neighborhoods requires proper planning to
identify problem areas and strengths within those neighborhoods. The reason for the importance of this issue is
that the sustainable development paradigm recommends focusing on local actions and global thinking.
Accordingly, this article aims to examine the extent to which housing sustainability is achieved in old, unplanned,
and planned neighborhoods in Urmia through a comparative study of different neighborhoods regarding
sustainable housing.

Materials and Methods

This research is applied and qualitative in nature. The MetaSwot model is used to identify the most essential
factors for sustainable housing development in various neighborhoods of Urmia. The MetaSwot model is a
strategic approach for analyzing the internal and external environments of organizations. By combining the
traditional SWOT model (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats) with concepts of strategic
management and competitive advantage, this model seeks to identify an organization's key resources and
capabilities and leverage them to create and maintain a sustainable competitive advantage. In MetaSwot, the main
objectives are first identified and prioritized. Then, key success factors are identified, and their weighting is carried
out using the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) model. In the next step, competitive dimensions should be
identified, determining which competitive dimensions are more closely related to resources and capabilities.
Continuing with a PESTLE analysis, factors that the organization and the study area cannot directly control but
are essential for the success of the complex should be determined. Finally, a strategic pattern is drawn based on
the previous decisions and comparisons. It should be noted that these steps are carried out using the MetaSwot
software.

Results

Based on the strategic pattern among the essential factors for sustainable neighborhood development in Urmia,
appropriate changes in land and housing prices rank first. In fact, in determining the variations between
neighborhoods, this is the most significant factor. High cultural interactions for sustainable housing development
are an essential factor with a high score. This factor has changed significantly in recent years due to problems such
as shifts in the ethnic composition. One of the prerequisites for development in any city is having suitable housing
spaces and proper housing equipment, which has been somewhat observed in almost all neighborhoods. Adequate
participation and a sense of belonging to neighborhoods are other factors that promote sustainable housing in
Urmia's neighborhoods. Another crucial factor influencing sustainable housing in Urmia's neighborhoods is a
dynamic community. A dynamic community occupies a significant portion of the overall assessment. Therefore,
considering the final MetaSwot output, planning for social and economic factors is more decisive than physical
and livability factors in promoting sustainable housing in Urmia's neighborhoods. These include planning for land
price control, housing, and rent. This requires enforceable laws at the national level, some of which have been
passed in recent years, including setting a ceiling for rent increases by landlords, which is not effectively
implemented. The law on taxing vacant housing units, aimed at moderating housing prices in cities, has not had
the desired impact despite implementation. Iran's ailing economy, itself influenced by various factors, is considered
the main reason for the failure of these policies and laws.
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Conclusion

In Urmia, according to experts, the high-priority goals are promoting a sense of belonging in neighborhoods,
enhancing social security, increasing public participation, access to healthy housing, reducing pollutants, and
minimizing environmental damage. Comparisons were made in two areas based on these goals: physical-
environmental sustainability and socio-economic sustainability. The results indicated that environmental
protection, adequate living space, appropriate housing equipment, physical stability, and a dynamic community
are the most essential internal neighborhood factors for achieving sustainable housing in Urmia. Furthermore,
external factors that challenge the achievement of sustainable housing in Urmia's neighborhoods include a weak
economy, destruction and loss of orchards, rising housing material prices, and cultural conflicts. Overall,
considering these challenges and opportunities, planned neighborhoods offer more suitable conditions for realizing
sustainable housing, while older, unplanned neighborhoods rank second.
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