Journal of Urban Space and Social Life

Online ISSN: 2821-2231

Homepage: https:/urplanning.tabrizu.ac.ir/

Analyzing the Key Drivers of Housing for Vulnerable Groups with a
Futures Research Approach in Tabriz Metropolis

Leyla Soheylivand'*

1. Corresponding Author, Department of Architecture, Hashtroud Islamic Azad University, Hashtroud, Iran. E-mail:

soheiliuni2@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received: 26 December 2024
Revised: 06 Febuary 2025
Accepted: 08 March 2025
Published: 05 May 2026

Keywords:
Housing planning,
low-income groups,
futures studies,
Tabriz.

Housing is one of the most important elements and factors in achieving sustainable
development based on inclusive justice. How to access housing for different groups in
society, so far, different programs have been put on the agenda under the title of
"solutions" to resolve the housing problems of low-income urban groups. But these
plans have only been a palliative for the swelling wound of housing among these income
groups; The analysis of the current conditions of Tabriz city in relation to low-income
housing planning indicates that the current distance between the system and the goals
and ideals of the basic planning plan and the development plan document of East
Azerbaijan province is very large, so what is needed is a revision of the macro-
management approaches and the use of new tools in planning. For this purpose, this
research has tried to identify and analyze the key drivers affecting the provision of
suitable housing for low-income groups in Tabriz city. In this research, first, using the
environmental and Delphi scanning techniques, 40 primary factors were extracted in
four dimensions of physical-spatial indicators, economic indicators, social indicators and
environmental indicators, and then using the managers' Delphi method, a matrix of
cross-effects of the components was formed. In the next stage, the matrix was analyzed
using the Mig-Maq software. Finally, considering the high score of direct and indirect
influence of factors, sixteen main factors have been identified as key drivers in
providing suitable housing for low-income groups in the Tabriz metropolis. Among the
drivers studied, the physical-spatial dimension variables have the greatest impact on
providing housing for the target groups in the study area, and the factors related to the
environmental dimension have the lowest degree of impact.
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Introduction

How to achieve housing for different groups in society, especially low-income groups, and its quality and
quantity, is one of the most important challenges facing governments and societies. Housing is more than a
physical structure, it is an institution with multidimensional function that has different spatial, architectural,
physical and economic, social, financial, psychological and medical dimensions. Housing is one of the four basic
human needs and constitutes a large part of economic investment in every country. Housing has always been one
of the basic human needs, and with the evolution of humanity, housing has also undergone an evolutionary path
in terms of quality and quantity. In recent decades, the issue of sustainable development has been proposed by
international organizations and national planning institutions in the form of long-term plans for a better life for
humans. The issue of housing cannot be seen outside of this issue, and achieving suitable and sustainable
housing that is in line with development is one of the needs of our society today. Therefore, experts are trying to
provide solutions to achieve it. This research has attempted to identify the key drivers of urban low-income
housing planning with a futures research approach. The necessity of conducting such research can be due to the
need for awareness and understanding of the influential components to improve the quantity and quality of these
housings. Therefore, the following questions are raised here: 1) What are the key factors affecting the future
status of low-income housing planning in Tabriz city; and 2) To what extent do these factors affect each other
and the future status of the system?

Materials and Methods

The present study, with a futures research approach, identifies the key drivers of housing planning for low-
income urban groups in Tabriz and examines the extent and manner of impact of these factors. This study is
applied in terms of its purpose, and considering the components under study, the dominant approach is a
descriptive-analytical method. The environmental scanning and Delphi techniques have been used to identify
variables and indicators. In this context, in the first stage, variables were collected from online articles and a
review of published articles in the field of the research topic was used; then, a semi-structured questionnaire was
distributed among experts and specialists in the field of urban issues and they were asked to rate the variables
based on their impact and impactability within the framework of the cross-effects matrix with numbers in the
range of "0" to "3". In this scoring, "zero" means no impact, "one" means weak impact, "two" means medium
impact, and "three" means high impact. Then, the scores were entered into a cross-matrix to measure the direct
and indirect influence and impact of each factor, and to obtain key drivers based on the influence and impact
scores of the factors. For this purpose, specialized futures research software, Mikmak, was used. In this study,
purposive sampling method was used to consciously select participants. The basis of using purposive sampling
method is to select a group of experts who have an in-depth study or general understanding of the nature of the
research questionnaire. Based on the above explanations, the statistical population of this study is 50 experts in
the field of urban issues, including experts from Tabriz Municipality (10 urban areas), consulting engineers and
some university professors specializing in the field of study.

Results

In the analysis, the dimensions of the matrix in the Mik mak software are 40*40 and the number of repetitions is
considered 2 times. The matrix filling index is also 73.13 percent, which indicates that more than 73 percent of
the items have influenced each other. Out of a total of 2376 relationships; 873 relationships have cross effects of
0, 1010 relationships have cross effects of 1, 748 relationships have cross effects of 2, and 618 relationships have
cross effects of 3. These results indicate that the number of relationships with low impact is high compared to
other relationships and relationships with high intensity constitute a small percentage of the total relationships.
After analyzing the spatial organization and characteristics of the recreation system of the studied area, the
degree of direct and indirect impact and influence of the factors is analyzed. More than 400,000 people live in
the slums of Tabriz, distributed in four main areas of the city. Undesirable appearance, low level of public health
and well-being, lack of formal jobs and sufficient income, existence of specific subcultures in small areas, mass
density, lack or lack of educational and welfare facilities, and low level of literacy and education, addiction,
cultural consequences, unreliable housing against natural disasters, psychological consequences, development of
negative environmental effects, and lagging behind in sustainable development, etc. are some of the major
problems of these settlements. Various solutions have been proposed and experienced in dealing with these
problems, but the current situation indicates the inefficiency of the solutions adopted in the past few decades.
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Therefore, special and fundamental attention to the key drivers obtained in this research and planning with a new
futures approach can be very useful in resolving these problems and providing housing for low-income urban
groups in the studied area.

Conclusion

The results of the conducted studies indicate that the policies implemented in Tabriz city related to housing
provision have covered most of the middle and upper groups of society. However, in evaluating the efficiency of
housing policies in providing housing for low-income urban groups, it should be said that the lack of coverage or
inadequate coverage of these groups is a major drawback of housing provision methods, which is consistent with
the research findings of Ahmadi Dehrashid et al. (1403). Resolving this problem and adopting efficient strategies
requires extensive measures that deal with this problem in a radical and systematic manner, which is consistent
with the findings of Teymouri et al. (1402). On the other hand, housing managers and planners are convinced
that many policies and investments in the housing sector may cause temporary improvement in this sector, but
they will not be a solution to achieve secure and sustainable conditions, which is consistent with the research
findings of Rezaei and Beheshti (1403). What is needed is a revision of macro-management approaches and the
use of new tools in planning, tools that make sense of the third wave of management (change to adapt to the
future environment). First, using the environmental scanning and Delphi techniques, 40 primary factors were
extracted in four dimensions: physical-spatial indicators, economic indicators, social indicators, and
environmental indicators, and in the next stage, the obtained data was analyzed using the MikMak software.
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