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Problem Statement: The study of gender relations and public transportation is
important in strengthening social and economic development, especially in
developing countries. Due to their different social status and economic interests,
men and women rely heavily on public transportation for their daily needs.
Research Objective: As a result, improvement in public transportation systems
can significantly affect health, education, and job opportunities for both sexes.
In this regard, a recent study has examined the current requirements of public
transportation based on gender in the metropolis of Tabriz.

Research Method: Using a hybrid approach (discussion groups and
online/paper questionnaires), this research examines how age, disability, and
personal experiences intersect with gender to influence travel patterns for men
and women.

Research Results: The findings show that women's trips are significantly
affected by gender discrimination, socio-cultural barriers, safety concerns, and
economic restrictions. While these barriers highlight gender influences, they
acknowledge contextual factors such as socio-cultural norms, financial
situations, parental attitudes, and individual personalities. This analysis shows
that gender discrimination, socio-cultural inequalities, safety concerns, and
economic challenges act as key determinants of women's transport experiences.
Innovations: Ultimately, this study contributes to the ongoing discourse on
equity and access in transportation and advocates for solutions that remove
gender barriers to public transportation use and promote inclusive mobility in
cities.
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Introduction

Over the years, patriarchal dominance has systematically limited women's access to opportunities and facilities,
enshrining a deeply rooted paradigm of gender inequality. While recent strides have been made toward meritorious
progress, significant obstacles such as entrenched socio-cultural norms, rigid political-religious ideologies, and
pervasive fear of persecution all combine to prevent women from fully participating in civic life. These ongoing
challenges find strong support in Scoot's (2006) research, which reveals pervasive gender discrimination in various
domains, including education, health care, leadership positions, financial inclusion, and even basic access to public
transportation, which is intrinsically intertwined with the complex fabric of class relations. and the gender that
permeates the societies are related (Scoot, 2006: 22). Therefore, removing these deep-seated root causes is an
essential prerequisite for achieving true gender equality and all-round empowerment of women. As Saintika &
Romadlon (2023) clearly stated, sustained efforts to promote awareness and support for equal opportunities that
extend to all segments of society are crucial. Such efforts are not only to correct historical injustices but also to
unlock the enormous inherent potential of empowered women and ultimately bring an equal and more successful
future for all (Saintika & Romadlon, 2023: 183) This study aims to investigate the gender differences in access to
and use of public transit in Tabriz, Iran, and to answer the related questions:

» How is transportation organized in Iran?

* What are the trends of women and men using public transit in Tabriz?

» What measures can take to make it easier for women to use public transit?

Materials and Methods

According to McCusker & Gunaydin, a mixed methods study strategy that involves both qualitative and
quantitative techniques is an effective approach to provide comprehensive and meaningful solutions to any
problem. While qualitative data provides one of the survey responses that are important for understanding the
problem, quantitative data analysis offers an overview of each of the responses that can be used to identify patterns
and trends. Data analysis is a crucial step in examining survey responses, and quantitative data supplies survey
replies. This method allows academics to investigate several facets of a subject, which can provide a more
comprehensive understanding of the issue being studied. By using a combination of qualitative and quantitative
approaches, a better understanding of gender equality in public transport access in Tabriz, Iran, can be obtained.
This study technique is a well-established method that is separated into two components, qualitative and
quantitative, allowing the researcher to investigate multiple aspects of a subject. The comprehensive look at the
connected topic of gender equality in public transport access in Tabriz, Iran, can be compared to the research
conducted by Abdullah et al. (2022) on gender discrepancies in public transport access in Abuja, Nigeria.
Therefore, this mixed methods study strategy can provide a more detailed and nuanced understanding of the issue
at hand, which is essential for developing effective solutions.

Results

This study examines the differences in access and use of urban public transportation between genders in the city
of Tabriz, Iran. The purpose of this research is to achieve three goals, which are:

* Evaluation of the structure of public transport services and their ability to meet the needs of men and women
in Tabriz;

* Analysis of women's and men's experiences in accessing and using public transportation services in Tabriz
city;

* Identification of obstacles to access and use of public transportation systems in Tabriz. To achieve the

research objectives, descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution tables, average scores, and inferential
statistics such as U Mann-Whitney test have been used.
Gender inequalities in access to the use of public transport is an important issue that requires immediate attention
and action. The evidence presented in this article clearly shows that women face many challenges and obstacles to
access and use public transportation. These inequalities are rooted in social, economic and cultural factors that
perpetuate inequality and limit women's mobility and access to essential services. A multifaceted approach is
necessary to improve gender disparities in access to public transportation. First, it is imperative to address safety
concerns that disproportionately affect women. This can be achieved through increased lighting, security personnel
and surveillance cameras in public transport facilities. Additionally, implementing gender-sensitive training for
transportation workers and law enforcement can help create a safer and more inclusive environment for women.
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Second, improving the affordability and reliability of public transportation is critical. Women are more likely
to be in low-income situations and may face financial barriers to accessing transportation. Therefore, implementing
fare subsidies for low-income people, as well as improving the frequency and reliability of public transportation
services, can significantly increase women's access to transportation.

In addition, it is essential to consider the specific needs of women when designing public transport
infrastructure and services. This includes ensuring that public transport routes and programs are designed to meet
the needs of women, particularly those with caregiving responsibilities. Additionally, providing amenities such as
clean and safe waiting areas, accessible restrooms, and designated seats for pregnant women can greatly improve
the overall experience of female passengers. These practical measures are necessary to address the underlying
social and cultural norms that contribute to gender inequalities in access to public transport. This can be achieved
through targeted educational campaigns and social engagement initiatives that challenge gender stereotypes and
promote gender equality in access to transport.

Conclusion

In conclusion, addressing gender disparities in access to public transportation requires a comprehensive and
intersectional approach that takes into account the unique challenges women face. By implementing the strategies
outlined in this article, policymakers, transportation officials, and communities can work toward a more equitable
and inclusive transportation system that benefits everyone, regardless of gender. This is not just an issue of access
to transportation, but a fundamental issue of gender equality and social justice.
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