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Abstract

Public spaces with their functional diversity are always producers and consumers of social capital. This research aims to investigate
the function of public space consumption and the amount of social capital in the context of place, time, and activity. The research
method is of a mixed type based on qualitative interpretative and quantitative explanatory methods. The data was collected by
organized observation method, case interviews, and questionnaire completion in the public spaces of the city center of Zanjan in the
number of 470 samples. The research variables include trust, cohesion, awareness, and social participation. The data analysis was
based on the qualitative method of interpretive tables and the quantitative method based on concentration, dispersion, change radar,
follow-up model, and T-Welch. The findings show that the type of consumption function of public spaces has a determining effect on
the amount of social capital. So linear public spaces based on movement with limited space for standing, and conversation, have less
social capital than collectivist public spaces with spatial organization based on sitting and social discourse. There is a significant
relationship between the period of space use and its function with the amount of social capital at an acceptable significance level. So,
the a posteriori model shows a significant difference in the amount of social capital in the public spaces of Zanjan city center. The
dispersion of social capital in the radar of changes is towards the periphery of the radar (desirability), which according to Welch's
model, this ratio is different according to the type and time of space consumption.: The type of function of the space determines the
type of consumption and according to the type of consumption it affects the social capital. The users of the public spaces of the city
center have different social capital according to the function of the space.

Keywords: space, consumption, social capital, difference, city center
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